7th Grade Topcat Science
2015-2016 Syllabus—Mrs. Sundquist
	Dates
	Science

	August 25th

to

October 23rd
End of 1st Qtr 
	Motion and Forces

· [image: image1.wmf]Explain how the motion of an object can be described by its position, direction and speed.

· Balanced and Unbalanced forces

· Kinetic, potential, and mechanical energy

· Distance vs. Time

· Energy transformations

· Electricity, Magnetism

· Simple Machines



	October 27th

to

January 22nd
[End of 2nd Qtr
Jan. 15th]
	The Atmosphere

· [image: image2.wmf]Compare the mixtures of gases and differences of temperatures in the layers
· Understand how the health of our air affects humans

· Explain the causes of weather conditions
· [image: image3.wmf]Explore movements of air masses, high and low pressure 



	January 25th
To

February 4th

	[image: image4.wmf]Cells

· Compare the structures and functions of single-celled organisms

· Compare the structures and functions of plant and animal cells

· Understand the hierarchy of multi-cellular organisms 

from cells to tissues to organs to systems to organisms



	February 7th
To

April 22nd
[End of 3rd Qtr
Mar. 23rd]


	Genetics
· [image: image5.wmf]Understand the difference in genetic variation between offspring of sexual reproduction vs. asexual reproduction
· Use Punnett squares and pedigree analysis to 
understand patterns of heredity


	April 26th

To

May 27th

	Bodily Functions
· Summarize the general functions of the major systems of the human body

[image: image6.wmf]
· Digestion

· Respiration

· Reproduction

· Circulation

· Excretion



	May 31st – June 9th
End of 4th Qtr
	Prepare for Science Final Exam



Course Overview

We will be covering the above topics through independent and collaborative work.  Some learning exercises will involve hands-on investigations, some will not.  Some assignments are turned in daily, 
others are kept in the science section of your binder.  Science notebooks will be graded at least once 
per quarter, and should be constantly updated and maintained.
Expectations


Ultimately You are responsible for Your actions!
· Be in your seat prepared to learn when class begins

· Bring notebook with materials daily

· Complete all assignments on time with full effort

· Help me to keep the classroom and shared materials in good order

· Show respect for every person in the room

Consequences for poor choices will include warnings, parent contacts, and referrals.

Rewards

· Learning to be a critical thinker

· Becoming a problem-solver
· Gaining knowledge

Late Work and Make-Up Work

If you are absent you will:

· Go to the agenda/weekly file in the front of the classroom and record what you have missed while you were out.  Any handouts will be there as well.  You can also get further information from myself or a classmate.
· For every day you were absent, you will have two days to make up the work.  Turn in absent work directly to me.  Do not turn it in with other daily work.
· It is the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed, make it up, and (if needed) make arrangements to stay after school.  Do NOT wait for me to ask you, and do not wait until interims to ask about make up work.
Grading

Grades are weighted based on the following:




60% Major:  Tests/Projects/Labs




40% Intermediate:  Quizzes/Classwork/Occasional Homework
You will receive an interim report at least once between each report card to help you monitor your grade.  We also encourage parents to monitor grades on Power Schools.  You can sign up for an account in the guidance office.

Contact Me
· Feel free to email me at Ksundquist@wcpss.net  
·  I have a weebly website that should be functional in a few days.  (
Parent Signature _____________________________________________________________

Student Signature_____________________________________________________________

This document will remain in your Science Notebook for future reference.











